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Line F Pilots’ Fifth coal Convention 7 ery of Activity 


Five-Day Meeting 
Largest Yet Held 


Vice Chairman Branch, 
and Mason, Ryan, War- 
. ner, Members of CAA, 
©O-™in«;,. Discuss Mutual Problems. 
A Ber Admr. Hester and Tech- 
nical Staff Participate. 
- Hardin, Safety Board 
| Chairman, Sounds Warn- 
ing. Chairman Beyer, Na- 
tional Mediation Board, 
Discusses Conciliation. 


When the convening gavel of 
ALPA’S 1939 annual convention 
fell at 10:00 a. m. on the morning 
of December 4, there were 67 par- 
ticipating delegates present eager 
to go to work. This representa- 
tion was 24% greater than at the 
previous annual meeting in 1938 
and 118% greater than the first 
convention of the Association held 
in 1932. 
eS AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATIO All Delegates Are Accounted For 
ee, © ROREIn The delegates to the 1939 con- 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


























C ONVENTION erect 


Time 

4-8, 1939. Place: Congress 
H l, "Dlioage. Order of Business: 
All matters properly brought on 
the floor. Speakers’ table (I. to r.): 
P. Warner, Grant Mason, Harl- 
ranch, of CAA; F. G. Hamit- 
ALPA; David L. Bekneke, 

A, and Oswald Ryan, CAA. 


ry (Center, l. to r.) 
oI EAKER Otto Beyer, Na- 
1 Mediation Board; E. P. 
- Oswald Ryart, and Harl- 
Pranah CAA Members; Clin- 
M. Hester, CAA Administra- 
Grant Mason, CAA, and Tom 

in, Air Safety Board. 


BANQU ET (Below) Time: 


7 p. m., Tues- 
Dec. 5, 1939. Place: Casino, 
( yress Hotel. Purpose: Brief 
eve from the early-morning- 
te-hour forced routine of the 
LPA Convention. Speakers’ ta- 
(l. to r.) Earl Ward, Charles 
ycer, J. T. Gray, C. I. Stan- 
on, and guest speaker, Clinton M. 
ester, all of the CAA; David L. 
sehncke, President, ALPA; Mrs. 
David L, Behnceke; Mrs. Daniel D. 
Carmell; Walt Hughen, 1st Vice 
President, ALPA; Daniel D. Car- 
mell, ALPA attorney; E. G. Ham- 
ilton, ALPA, and Tom Hardin, Air 
Safety Board. 
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‘“‘Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours, minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.”’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


TRUST THE PILOTS 


The traveling public will listen, with profound respect, 
to any suggestion from the Air Line Pilots Association. 
The morale, elan and physique of these fliers have had 
a great deal to do with inspiring the confidence that has 
transformed flying from an adventurous lark into business 
travel. 











The pilots protest against the plans of certain competi- 
tive air lines to start planes from airports at the same 
time. 
upon safety rules and regulations, they say. 


Competition has been the most powerful force in mak- 


Glen Phares......++. Asst. Editor | 
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AH! YOU FIRST, 


MY DEAR ALFONSO 








By W. H. PROCTOR 
Council No. 39, AA 
Chicago, Ill. 


A recent decision to operate 


|certain competitive schedules on 


simultaneous departures from New 
York and Chicago has prompted 
this literary effort on my part. 

I realize that the competition is 
confined to sales 
and publicity, but we are in a 
highly. competitive business and 
this kind of thing can be conta- 
gious. If the pilots catch it, their 
temperature might run _ high 
enough to be fatal. 

Gave Their All to Get There First 

I don’t have a bit of trouble re- 
calling the good old days when 
competition of various kinds en- 


| tered into our flying, and how the 


| those “‘so and 





This leads inevitably to racing and unneeded strain | 


engines just didn’t take it. It’s no 
effort to recall the days when 
so’s” of the “What- 
sis” air line thought they were the 
berries and used to cut everyone 
off at the approach and report 
over the inner check point when 
they were five miles short of it 
just to get in first. 
By-Gone Days, I Hope, I Hope 
Well, Brothers, them days are 
gone forever—I hope. Let’s just 
not let newspaper stories or sales 
department pressure make us for- 
get that a darned good friend of 
ours is flying that other ship, and 
if he looks like -he’s making a 
short turn to get in ahead of us, 
he must be running low on gas, 
or trying to make a tight connec- 
tion or has some other mighty 
good reason. Let’s also remember 
that the winds are pretty apt to 
be different at different altitudes 


|} and if that other ship, two thou- 


ing commercial aviation the great and promising business | 


it is today, but it has been the useful competition of bet- 
ter equipment, greater speed, better service and progres- 
sively lower rates. The sporting phase of aviation is more 
or less passe, and there is no need to revive it as a sales 
device. 


The pilots’ plea for staggered stops and arrivals of air 
liners at airports to prevent racing and to avoid danger- 


ous congestion at terminals recalls how transportation | 


history repeats itself. And that history shows that what 
the pilots propose is in the real interest of the air lines. 


on the Hudson, Mississippi and other rivers was undue 
emphasis on sporting rivalry. Steamboat men neglected 
their business to win races on the rivers. Even such 


sand feet above or below, looks like 
it is making better time than we 
are, it doesn’t necessarily follow 
that the pilot has the throt- 
tles bent over and tied to the in- 
strument board. Let’s carry the 
courtesy business so far that folks 
will think we’ve gone sissy, and if 
we see ANYBODY who acts like 
he wants to do a bit of crowding, 
let’s tell him about the tombstone 
near the Podunk airport with the 
inscription on it that reads: 


| Here lies the body of Tom O’Shay, 
One reason for the losses and decline of steamboats | 


shrewd dollar chasers as Commodore Vanderbilt and “Un- | 


cle’’ Daniel Drew depleted their bank rolls in that com- 
mercial folly. 


Railroading had much of the same thing in its early 
days, including a great deal of duplicate short-line build- 
ing. Railway terminals still present the uneconomic spec- 
tacle of fleets of trains departing on parallel lines for the 
same destination at the same tick of the clock, instead of 
services timed to give the public wider choice of depart- 
ure. At the port of New York it was once common for 
six or seven ocean “greyhounds” to sail the same day for 
— with no boats available on other days of the 
week. 


The work of the Air Line Pilots Association for safety 
in flying will recall to many the great services both to the 
railroads and the public rendered by the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers. It was they who blazed the 
way to the safety that distinguishes modern railroading. 


The engineers’ union forced the adoption of rules 
and equipment to take death off the rails. The engineers 
banished booze from train and engine service crews on 
duty. It has been remarked that the B. of L. E. were the 
only successful prohibitionists because they made their 
own prohibition for themselves. The engineers have suc- 
cessors today in the shining skies who match their feats 
upon the shining rails. 


—Courtesy the Chicago Daily News. 





Who died maintaining his right-of- 
way; 

He was RIGHT, DEAD RIGHT as 
he flew along, 

But he’s just as dead 


| As if he’d been wrong. 





Fanning Succumbs 


Sells Black Book 


By G. R. SHOEMAKER 
Council No. 22, AA 
Newark, N. J. 





“Hobo” Harry (I don’t care 
where I live) Fanning seems to be 
an Islander now and a married 
one at that. A very charming NA 
girl has taken Harry in hand and 
is now laying down the law. He 
even had to get rid of the little 
black book, but he sold it at a 
good price. Something else “‘Win” 
did not know about Harry, I 
guess, was that he used to be a 
dirt-track race driver before fly- 
ing. Under the name of “Dare- 
devil Wagner” he entered many a 
race in the Eastern part of the 
United States. 

Everything From Gospel Singers 
To Professional Wrestlers 
Another first officer who had 





Out of Hock in 
364 More Days 


By B. R. EZELL 
Council No. 42, Braniff 
Dallas, Texas 

Well, about the gravest news of 
the month is that you all have 
about so many shopping days un- 
til Xmas. And what with all the 
additional schedules and runs that 
have come to bless the employ- 
ment situation in the last twelfth- 
month, not to mention all the pro- 
motions that have come with them, 
jolly old S. Claus will probably be 
left hairlipped and lefthanded try- 
ing to blast his way down the 
chimney with your usual quota of 
shirts that won’t fit and neckties 
that even your best _ friend 
wouldn’t borrow. Along in Febru- 
ary there will probably arrive a 
few little inconsequential enve- 
lopes marked third and final no- 
tices but these little trivialities 
should be no deterrent to a man 
of spirit. As some sage observer 
once remarked, “Xmas comes but 
once a year.”’ The reason for this, 
my friends, is simple. It requires 
only eleven months and twenty- 
nine days to get out of hock for 
the preceding season. However, as 
has been agreed by one and all 
over the eggnog bowl there is 
nothing for good clean fun like 
a little “yuleing” around. 





B-Line Council Gets Christmas 
Present—Labor Contract— 
Signed—Sealed—Delivered 

The B-line council’s present 
came a little early this year in 
the form of a labor contract all 
signed, sealed, and delivered. Na- 
turally, this caused no small 


|amount of delight among a num- 


ber of worthy citizens who earn 


| their daily portion of the staff of 


life by trundling duly licensed air- 
craft from the great lakes to the 
Gulf. There was quite a bit of 
conversation and high old times 
between the presentation and con- 
clusion of this highly important 
parchment that space prevents the 


chronicling of here. Some day 
when the “Life and Letters of 
Dave Behncke” or “My Seven 


Years as a Bear Hunter with a 
Switch” is published some of the 
hard work necessary to negotiate 
these contracts will come to light. 
At any rate, the President, ably 
aided and abetted by some very 
earnest council representatives, 
put in some pretty hard licks. And 
it would not be amiss here to give 
Mr. T. E. Braniff a hand for the 
fair-minded and cooperative atti- 
tude he showed in bringing the 
matter to a conclusion. He sat 
right down and looked at the pi- 
lots’ side of the matter when it 
was costing him some fine fresh 
iron men just out from the mint. 
He certainly won the respect and 
loyalty of his entire flight person- 
nel one hundred per cent and as 
a consequence there are a bunch 
of much better satisfied boys in 
Uncle Tom’s cabins this winter. 


Birth Rate Is Booming—Suggest 
Changing Stork to Lark— 
Promotions Cause Customary 
Inflation 


There have been so many new 
arrivals hereabouts of late that it 
is no longer a mystery to me as to 
why that guy Winchell has to write 
a column every day to get them 
all in by name. Suffice to say that 





(Continued on Page 7, Col. 8) 
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“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.”’ 


Iu Constant Memoriam 


Active 
Accidental 
Adams, John B.—U. A. L. 
Anderson, Lloyd—U. A. L. 
Andert, Paul A.—U. A. L. 
Barron, John M., Jr.—A. A. 
Bickford, L. A.—Panagra 
Bigelow, Ed.—U. A. L. 
Blom, Edwin W.—U. A. L. 
Bogen, W. L.—W. A. E. 
Bohnet, Frederick L.—T. W. A. 
Bolton, Harvey F.—T. W. A. 
Bontrager, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Borchers, Adrian—P, A. A. 
Bowen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Brandon, James L.—U. A. L. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
Broughton, D. E.—U. A. L. 
Brunk, Paul S.—P. A. A. 
Bucher, Charles L.—P. A. A. 
Chamberlain, Cassius B.—N. W. 
Cohn, Hanley G.—W. A. S. 
Cope, Alonzo—Marine Airways 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 
Davis, Alfred W.—U. A. L. 
Davis, Douglas—E. A. L. 
DeCesare, Frank—Panagra 
De Cesaro, Joseph G.—U. A. L 
Dietz, Stuart G.—E. A. L. 
Dixon, Andrew, Jr.—D. A. L. 
Dunn, Stephen—Panagra 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
George, Hal—T. W. A. 
Grover, R. Boyd—tU. A. L. 
Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. 
Hallgren, W. A.—A. A. 
Hill, George W.—A. A. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A, 
Holsenbeck, W. M.—P. 
Jamieson, W. L.—E. A. 
Jones, Lloyd E.—U. A. 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A. A. 
Kincanon, Ted N.—A. A. 
King, George B.—P. A. A. 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. L. 
Lewis, Harry C.—T. W. A. 
Livermore, Joe—N. W. 
Lucas, Al—W. A. S. 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington 
Lynn, John B.—C. & S. A. L 
MeMickle, Harold—Panagra 
Malick, Forrest E.—U. A. L. 
Mamer, Nick B.—N. W. 
Marshall, Gerald V.—A. A. 
Merrifield, Austin S.—U. A. L. 
Montee, Ralph—T. W. A. 
Montijo, John G.—V. A. T. 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. W. A. 
Mossman, Russell C.—C.&S.A.L. 
Neff, Harold—U. A. L. 
Noe, Earl J.—T. W. A. 
Norby, Raymond B.—N. W. 
Odell, M. T.—A. A. 
Owens, Clifford P.—W. A. E. 
Paschal, A.—P. A. A. 
Person, Addison G.—P. A. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—U. A. L. 
Pursley, C. H.—Panagra 
Radoll, R. W.—U. A. L. 
Riggs, Russell S.—A. A. 
Robbins, Wm. J. B.—A. A. 
Rose, John A.—K. L. M. 
Rousch, Chas. W.—N. W. 
Rust, F. H.—A. A. 
Salisburg, Hervey M.—T. W. A. 
Sandblom, J. V.—C. P. 
Sauceda, J. M.—P. A. A. 
Sharpnack, J. W.—U. A. L. 
Sheets, Don W.—Panagra 
Sherwood, George C.—W. A. E. 
Supple, Robert E.—Panagra 
Tarrant, Harold R.—U. A. L. 
Terletzky, Leo—P. A. A. 
Thompson, A. R.—U. A. L. 
Underwood, Sanford L.—A. A. 
Vance, Claire K.—U. A. L. 
Waldron, Joe—A. A. 
Walker, M. A.—P. A. A. 
Wallace, Clyde W.—T. W. A. 
Weatherdon, Edwin—A, A. 
West, F. W.—N. W. 
Wieselmayer, Otto—P. A. A. 
Williamson, P. B.—E. A. L. 
Worthen, John A.—W. W. 
Zeier, Carl F.—C. & S. A. L. 
Natural 
Blomgren, Lloyd I.—A. A. 
Cochrane, Robert M.—U. A. L. 
Fife, John A.—C, A. 
Hohag, R. J.—N. W. 
McConaughey, Ira M.—A, A. 
Phelps, Henry T.—P. A. A. 
Swanson, Axel—A. A. 


Inactive 
Anderline, Frank W. 
Barr, Julius 
Burford, Dean W. 
Caldwell, G. Q. 
Drayton, Chas. M. 
Hulsman. Herbert W. 








- 


A. 


> 


Shelton, Boyd M. 
Stark, Howard C. 
Veblen, E. H. 
Walbridge, Donald C. 
Wheaton, Harold H. 
Whittemore, Fred W. 
Wolf, John F. 
Willey, Sidney L. 
Waiting List 
Brock, Wm. 8. 
Kiser, Daniel 


Unemployed 
Darby, James E. 
Downs, Lloyd 
Hays, George L. 
Keadle, Floyd E. 
Rhiner, L. i. 

Honorary 
Rogers, Will 
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| LATE NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Resignation 
Colonel W. Sumpter Smith’s 
resignation as a member of the 
Air Safety Board, and his transfer 
. full-time duty as Chairman of 
Interdepartmental Committee 
Design and Construction of the 
> national airport at Gravelly 
Point, was recently announced by 
President Roosevelt. His successor 
not yet-been appointed. 














oO! 





Merger 
Deemed of such importance, is 
hearing on the application of 
United Air Lines for the approval 
, proposed purchase of all the 
of Western Air Express 
poration, that the Authority 
employed a special examiner, 
coe Pound, former Dean of 
._ Harvard University, to hear 
ease, scheduled for January 8, 
0. First of its kind to come 
re the Authority, it is antici- 
the decision will establish 
ecedent in the interpretation 
the application of the law 
respect to similar cases in the 


1 
1 


re. 


lransatlantic 
[he hearing on the application 
American Export Airlines to 
between this country and | 


ate 


| The CAA Slide Rule Men Momentarily Forget . . . 


ba Sc al 





a . i im Pe 


» + « the mystic realms of geometry, trigonometry, analytics and calculus, subjects beyond the mental 


scope of ordinary mortals, and indulge in a bit of just plain eating at the Pilots’ Annual dinner. 


Jadging 


from their jovial expressions the Authority’s genial Mr. Hester has just uncorked one of his famous 


side-winders about , 


‘‘Now, now maybe we had better not tell you here.’’ 


Seriously, they were all 


good enough to come over and exchange ideas on matual problems with the pilots during the strenuous 
afternoon session and in appreciation the pilots insisted that they ail be given a Must-Ride pass from 


the Convention floor right into the Banquet Hall. 


(L. to r.) Earl F. Ward, Chief, Airways Operation 


Division; Charles F. Dycer, Coordinator, Engineering Flight Test & Inspection Unit; J. T. Gray, Chief, 
Aircraft Airworthiness Section; C. I. Stanton, Director, Bureau of Federal Airways, and Clinton M. 


Hester, CAA Administrator. 





BEHNCKE MAKE. 





*, Spain, and Portugal, prom- 
to be a lengthy affair. Start- 
on October 29 it ran, except 
minor recesses, right up to 


January 2. Amid a mass| 
information placed 
he record, is a schedule of 
ries to be paid pilots. These 
vies will be equal to, if not 
itly in excess of, those now 
¢ paid by Pan American Air- 
its transatlantic service. 


stmas when it adjourned un- | 


technical 


on 





- ° 
|ouring 
;oarding a plane at Washington 
Miami, where they will em- 
s on a Pan American plane for 
xtended inspection tour of the 
South American operations of 
Pan American Airways and of Pan 
! rican Grace Airways, Clinton 
M. Hester, Administrator of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and 
Hardin, Chairman of the Air 
Safety Board, left on a tour that 
take them, in two weeks, down 
East coast of South America 
far as Buenos Aires, thence 
s the Andes to Santiago, 
e, up the West coast to the 


al Zone and thence through 
( ral America and Mexico to 
Brownsville, Texas. 
Power 


he manufacture of a new, 18- 

der aircooled engine, devel- 

g¢ 2,000 horsepower on take- 

was recently approved by the 

CAA after satisfactory completion 

xtensive laboratory and flight 

by the manufacturer. Built 

iarily for use in large trans- 

t aircraft, it is the most power- 

engine ever certificated for 

nercial purposes in this coun- 

the majority of present day 

liners having engines of 1100 

epower rating for take-off and 

transoceanic clipper planes 

y equipped with engines cap- 

al of developing 1500 horse- 
er each on the take-off. 


Weather 


Plans are in progress for the 
utilization of surplus American 
vessels as weather reporting sta- 
across the Atlantic, the 
project to be handled by the Coast 
Guard. Approval will mean em- 


tinne 
ViUNS 





(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 





ONLY EIGHTY-ONE 
DAYS OF FLYING 
BEFORE SPRING 











(Continued from Page 1) 
vention represented pilots on all 
of the air lines, both domestic and 


foreign, with two exceptions, Na- | 


tional Airlines and Inland Air 


Lines, whose representatives un- | thority was Vice Chairman Harllee | 


avoidably were absent. 
All of the Association’s conven- 


tions have been referred to as an- | 


nual meetings but due to the ter- | 


rific pressure of an overburdened 
schedule of work, all of our pre- 
vious conventions have been held 
biennially. 
First Annual Convention— 
All Others Biennial 

The first convention began on 
October 17, 1932, and lasted three 
days; the second convention 


| the aviation industry and that the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| leagues 


opened on October 29, 1934, and | 


lasted five days; next was 
third convention which started on 
October 19, 1936, and lasted five 
days; then came the fourth con- 
vention which opened on Novem- 
ber 15, 1938, and lasted five days. 
Therefore, the 1939 convention, 
which followed the 1938 conven- 
tion with only one year interven- 
ing, was in reality the first annual 
convention of the air line pilots. 
128 Members Deceased Since the 
Organization Was Founded 

The 1939 convention was 
opened on the morning of Decem- 
ber 4 with a prayer for the de- 
ceased members. President Behn- 
cke, the Convention Chairman, 
pointed out that the Association 
had been organized for a little 
more than eight years and that 
during that time 96 active mem- 
bers had met death accidentally. 
Other deaths were: Active mem- 
bers, natural deaths—7; inactive 
members —17; unemployed — 5; 
waiting list — 2; honorary — 1; 
making a total number of 128 
members deceased since the organ- 
ization was founded. 
President Behncke Reports on 
State of Association 

The balance of the morning’s 
session on the first day was taken 
up by President Behncke report- 
ing on the state of the Associa- 
tion’s innumerable activities and 
outlining the accomplishments of 
the organization during its eight 
years of existence, with special 
reference to the happenings of the 
preceding year. The achievements 
and many activities of the’ Associ- 
ation are so vastly extensive that 
although his report was very 
sketchy, it consumed almost four 
hours of rapid-fire delivery. 
4 Members of Civil Aeronautics 


Authority Speak 


the | 


| events 








In the afternoon of the first | 
day, the entire membership of the | 
CAA, with the exception of Chair- 
man Robert H. Hinckley, was| 
present. Mr. Hinckley had planned 
to attend but was detained un- 
avoidably in Washington because 
of pressing last-minute business. 

The first speaker for the Au- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Branch who said that the CAA en- 
deavored to maintain a _ close| 
contact with all the principal | 
groups in air transportation and 


meeting of the air line pilots was 
to them so important that urgent 
were switched on their 
calendar so that he and his col- 
could be present. Mr. 
Branch stated that progress in air 
transportation during the last year 
had been nothing short of spec- 
tacular. In setting the industry’s 
splendid safety record of the last 
year it has been proven that the 
public will buy SAFE air trans- 
portation. Three factors were cit- 
ed affecting pilots. These were: 
working conditions, equipment, 
and conditions surrounding em- 
ployment. Steps made by the CAA 
in research and regulation were 
also given prominent emphasis by 
the speaker. 
Pilots’ Frank Questions Answered 
Equally Frankly by the 
Authority Members 

The other members of the Au- 
thority—Oswald Ryan, Grant Ma- 
son, Edward P. Warner, also made 
interesting and instructive talks 
outlining the vast improvements 
which have been made on equip- 
ment and airway navigation fa- 
cilities, and the improvements that 
are now being worked on for the 
future. Following the talks, con- 
vention rules were suspended and 
several hours were consumed in a 
round-table discussion between the 
delegates and the members of the 
Authority. Questions asked and 
answered from both sides ran the 
entire gauntlet of problems in- 
volving both pilots and the regula- 
tory agency of the government. 
The pilots’ frank questioning was 
met in an equally frank manner 
by the Authority. In short, every- 
one became thoroughly acquainted 
and it was felt much good was ac- 
complished. 
Chairman Otto Beyer of the 
National Mediation Board Speaks 

On the afternoon of the second 
day of the convention, December 
5, Chairman Otto Beyer of the 
National Mediation Board ad- 
dressed the delegates. This was 
Mr. Beyer’s second appearance 
before a convention of the air line 
pilots, his first appearance being 








before the 1988 meeting. He came 
through with a splendid talk in- 


| volving the many complex prob- 


lems that are constantly confront- 
ing the Federal mediation agency 
that he represents in its endless 
struggle to maintain proper rela- 
tions between the railway and air- 


way workers and their employers. | 


Administrator Hester and 


| Technical Staff Attend 


Following Mr. Beyer, during the 
same afternoon, came the CAA’s 
Administrator, Clinton M. Hester, 
and the heads of his technical staff 


including Earl F. Ward, Chief, 
Airways Operation Division; 
Charles F. Dycer, Coordinator, | 


Engineering Flight Test & Inspec- 
tion Unit; C. I. Stanton, Director, 
Bureau of Federal Airways; H. 
W. Anderson, Assistant Chief, Air 
Carrier Inspectors; and J. T. Gray, 
Chief, Aircraft Airworthiness Sec- 
tion. Mr. Hester introduced his 
party by stating, “We are here to 
listen and have you ask us ques- 
tions.” This part of the afternoon 
session amounted to a thoroughly 
informal discussion of the many 
problems common to good regula- 
tory procedure. It is believed that 
this was the first. time in the his- 
tory of air transportation that 
those having to do with regulating 
the pilots and the bona fide repre- 
sentatives of all the pilots being 
regulated were brought face to 
face and afforded the opportunity 
to learn first hand what the prob- 
lems of each of the groups really 
are. Needless to say, much good 
was accomplished. 

Chairman Hardin of the Air 
Safety Board Sounds a Warning 

During the same afternoon, 
Chairman Hardin of the Air Safe- 
ty Board also made a very fine 
address in which he sounded a 
ringing warning that the industry, 
and especially the pilots, should 
not be content to ride on the 
splendid safety achievements of 
the past months and that there 
should be no letdown in anyone’s 
vigilance when safety is involved. 
Convention Chairman Welcomes 
Authority Speakers 

When presenting the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority and Air Safety 
Board speakers to the delegates 
assembled, President Behncke 
said: 

“First let me say that we are 
pleased and proud to have you 
with us on the occasion of our 
fifth annual convention. Assem- 
bled before you are the delegates 
that represent the air line pilots 
who fly on America’s vast network 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 





Retracting the 
Gear for 1939 


By F. J. SCHWAEMMLE 
Council No. 44, Delta 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Here we are about to retract 
the gear for the last time in 1939. 
Been a great year for everybody, 
business good, lots of contracts 
signed and everybody looking for- 
ward to a bigger 1940. As usual 
I had to see that dear old Santa 
Claus got a letter from all of us 
fellows down Dixie way. The let- 
ter reads as follows: 

Dictated But Not Read 
“Dear Santa: 

“Some of the boys have been 
very good this past year and oth- 
ers have been just so-so. So that 
you will be advised -here is the list 
of things that would do them a lot 
of good at Christmas time and 
should, by being conservative, 
last during the year. Please, old 
bean, remember that this list is 
dictated but not read and is like 
most schedules, subject to change 
without notice. 

Take With the Usual Grain of Salt 

“In addition must mention that 
these items must be taken with 
more than the usual grain of salt. 
The items follow: 

F. Addison — More photogenic 
subjects. 

F, Ball — Two stripes plus a 
run. 














P. Ball — Bigger and softer 
cushion. 
Bondurant — More of a mus- 
tache. 

Tex Buice — A wife and two 
| stripes. 
| Davis — Alarm clock(s). 
| Dolson — Nothing to argue 
| about. 
| Holliman — Something nice. 
| Ingram — Two stripes plus an- 
other run. 
McBride — Longer running car. 

Norton — Snore silencer and a 
| quiet pair of pajamas. 

Reinhart — Less payload and 
more pups. 

Schier — A real deep hearty 
laugh. 
* Schwaemmle — WPA relief 
from writing puns alone. 

Shealy — Denture powder for 


uppers only. 
Slaton — Less OOmph. 


Van Vuren — More sleep in 
Charleston, 

Whitaker — Few more strands 
of hair. 

Williamson — Jar of freckle 
cream, 


“To the following comparatively 
new First Officers: 

“Laddie Brannon, Luke Caru- 
thers, Lee Holloway, Bob McKee, 
Bill Owens, Jimmy Parker, Jack 
Roth, and George Wood, a sincere 
hope that they will enjoy air line 
employment and eventually be- 
come members of ALPA. 

“To all employees of Wings Over 
Dixie our sincere thanks for splen- 
did cooperation during the year.” 
From the Sublime to the 
Ridiculous 

Now changing from the sublime 
to the ridiculous here is a news- 
paper item that sure hits the ham- 
mer on the head and thought you 
might get some pleasure out of 
reading it. 

The Nerve of Some People— 
Wanting Money. How Droll and 
Stupidly Old-Fashioned 

“Dear Friends: 

“In reply to your request to send 
check, I wish to inform you that 
the present condition of my bank 
account makes it almost impos- 
sible. My shattered financial con- 
dition is due to federal laws, state 
laws, county laws, city laws, cor- 
poration laws, liquor laws, mother- 
in-laws, brother-in-laws, sister-in- 
laws, and outlaws. 

“Through these laws I am com- 
pelled to pay an amusement tax, 
head tax, school tax, poll tax, gas 
tax, light tax, water tax, sales tax, 
carpet tax, income tax, food tax, 
furniture tax, and excise tax. I 
am required to get a transport li- 
cense, radio license, driver’s license, 
not to mention a marriage licensc, 
and a dog license. 

“T am also required to contribute 
to every society and organization 
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Wisdom of Law 


Demonstrated 


(Continued from Page 3) 

of domestic and foreign air lines. 
Comparatively speaking, this con- 
vention is the largest yet held by 
our organization. 
Occasional Get-Togethers 
Beneficial to Both the Pilots 
And the Authority 

“We have been watching the 
work of the Authority since it 
took over and we believe it is a 
good thing to get together occa- 
sionally because then the pilots 
can see who is in control of the 
industry and the Authority can see 
and become better acquainted 
with at least a part of the industry 
over which it has control. 
The Record Speaks for Itself 

“The record that the industry 
has made since the Authority took 
over a little more than a year ago 
stands out in bold relief to what 
it was before the inception of the 
new law that created the Federal 
regulatory agency of which you 
distinguished gentlemen are mem- 
bers. The part of that record that 
stands out most prominently is the 
part having to do with safety. 
There is so much difference be- 
tween what it was and what it is 
now that the comparison is almost 
spectacular. It is only a little 
more than a year ago since the 
Civil Aeronautics Act was created 
and placed upon the statute books 
of our Government. We played a 
small part in its creation. We 
hoped that safety would be greatly 
benefited and our hopes have been 
fulfilled. I told the representa- 
tives of the Authority at our last 
convention that the air line pilots 
would cooperate with them to the 
fullest possible extent. The wis- 
dom of the law that created the 
Authority and the Air Safety 
Board and the wise guidance that 
you gentlemen have given the in- 
dustry since you took over from 
the old Bureau of Air Commerce 
of the Department of Commerce, 
is best reflected in what is com- 
monly referred to as the ‘record.’ 
Naturally, when one starts talk- 
ing about accomplishments it is 
easy to build up one part and de- 
tract from another but it is impos- 
sible to change the record. The 
record stands regardless and the 
record in this instance speaks for 
itself. 
A Crash-Scared Public 
Contributes Nothing 

“J think we will all agree that 
safety is the most vital part of 
this business. A crash-scared pub- 
lic will certainly not contribute 
anything to what is necessary to 
make the advances that this indus- 
try should normally make. Safety 
is truly the keystone and if we 
can continue to give the public in- 
creased safety, we are going to 
have a hard time hauling the peo- 
ple who will want to ride on our 
air lines. It goes without saying 
that our air lines are the best in 
the world. 
Safe Air Transportation 
A Highly Salable Commodity 

“J wish to again emphatically 
state that the air line pilots are 
thoroughly aware, and I am cer- 
tain that you gentlemen are also, 
that if we do not have safety we 
certainly do not have much of 
anything, because without this all- 
important factor constantly in ev- 
idence the public will fear to ride 
on the air lines. The pilots realize 
that the tasks you gentlemen 
faced during the last year and the 
tasks you have facing you now 
are by no means small. We want 
you to realize that we know this. 
In this new industry we are con- 
stantly being faced with new prob- 
lems. In the solving of these prob- 
lems we wish to continue giving 
you the same kind of cooperation 
that we have given you in the 
past.” 
Mechanics’ and Dispatchers’ 
Organization Heads Speak 

Other speakers at the conven- 
tion were J. H. Foster, President, 
Air Line Mechanics Association, 
A. P. Martin, Secretary of the 
same organization, and L. M. 
Kuhnley, President of the newly- 
formed Air Line Dispatchers As- 
sociation. All of these officials 
made splendid talks about the or- 





—Wide World Photo. 


Gathered at the Line Pilots Convention were these citizens of the world who 
COSMOPOLITES pilot the giant Pan American planes over the world’s most far-flung network,— 
to the Orient where civilization was cradled, to New Zealand at the bottom of the world where spring 
begins in September, to the war-torn ports of the Old World, to the Canal Zone where oceans slyly steal 


a kiss, to dreamy, Latin Rio de Janeiro and Lima far to the south of the equator. 
greatest globe shrinkers of modern times. 


They are truly the 


If there is no romance in the daily rounds of these restless- 


winged men—then the romance of flying is truly dead. (L. to r.) Capt. W.M. Pryce, Brownsville, Texas, 
to points south; Capt. S. J. Williamson, Miami, Fla., to points south; Capt. Robin McGlohn of San Fran- 
cisco to points west; Capt. Robert Ford of Baltimore, Md., to points east, and Capt. T. F. Jardine of 


Lima, Peru, to points north. 








igin and remarkable growth of  H. J. Beyer — 


their respective organizations. 
Mr. Hester Guest Speaker at 
Alpa Banquet 

The balance of the convention’s 
time, December 5, 6, 7, and 8, 
was taken up with the regular bus- 
iness of the convention. On the 
evening of December 5, all of the 
delegates, including their wives, 
sweethearts, and invited guests, 
asscmbled for their annual ban- 
quet. Administrator Hester, Safe- 
ty Board Chairman Hardin, and 
their patty were among the guests. 
Mr. Hester was the guest speaker 
and his talk was a mixture of seri- 
ous and humorous dissertations 
that drew a big hand from the 
gathering. Mr. Hardin also deliv- 
ered a very interesting address, 
the theme of which was protecting 
and carrying forward the indus- 
try’s splendid current safety rec- 
ord. This was the only brief re- 
prieve from the arduous duties of 
the business sessions. A good time 
was had by all. 
ALPA Conventions Busy— 
1939 Session No Exception— 
Committees Appointed 

All of the annual meetings of 
the Air Line Pilots Association are 
very busy affairs, the reason be- 


ing that the delegates are all ac-| 


tive air line pilots and they can be 
spared away from their regular 
runs only a few short days. This 
means long tedious sessions on the 
convention floor in addition to all 


the committee work that usually | 
extends far into the late hours. As} 


soon as the first-day preliminaries 
of the 1939 meeting had been dis- 
pensed with, committees were ap- 
pointed. They were as follows: 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
W. H. Proctor, Chairman 
J. E. Hale 
P. McFerren 
PAN AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
R. H. MecGlohn, Chairman 
R. Ford 
T. F. Jardine 
S. J. Williamson 
W. M. Pryce 
FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 
R. Coleman, Chairman 
. H. Fay 
G. Hanson 
Van Sickle 
O. Cote 
G. Gorman 
C. Holtan 
F. Jardine 
J. Williamson 
W. Youngerman 
CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS AND 
AIR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
NO. 1 
W. H. Proctor, Chairman 
S. B. Chandler 
C. H. Dolson 
E, B. Jeppesen 
F. F. Preeg 


OVA REA EO 





W. S. Shannon 


COPILO 











J. E. Hale 

W. M. Pryce 
P. C. Walters 
L. H. Williams 


R. G. Francis rs 
R. G. Folwell 
124 Questions Disposed Of 
A fair idea as to how much con- 
vention work has increased is con- 


CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS AND | tained in the following compari- 


AIR SAFETY COMMITTEE | son: The 1936 convention handled 


No. 2 
F, S. Nelson, Chairman 
S. F. Gerding 


J. Gott 

J. H. Halliburton 
P. McFerren 

E. N. Backus 

S. D. Baird 
Robert Ford 

D. E. Philip 


L. C. Shannon 


RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


C. M. Sterling, Chairman 
J. L. Ames 
P, E. Reeder 
R. S. Jones 
F. B. Kern 
A. E. Becker 
OT COMMITTEE 
O. M. Nelson, Chairman 
E. N. Backus 
S. D. Baird 
A. E. Becker 
H. J. Beyer 
J. B. Magenis 
R. O. Cote 
R. G. Francis 
R. G. Folwell 
B. E. Michael 
E. G. Gorman 
J. E. Hale 
L. C. Holtan 
F. R. Freyer 
W. A. Newhouse 
D. E. Philip 
G. A. McKee 
G. R. Stratton 
L. C. Shannon 


P. C. Walters 

L. H. Williams 

G. W. Youngerman 
F. O’Brine 


BY-LAWS, LEGISLATION, AND | 
EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE 
M. Norman, Chairman 


0 


Daniel 
Patterson 
Tilton 
McGlohn 
Michael 
Freyer 

. Nelson 
McKee 
Stratton 


a> eremOpo 


| INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT 


COMMITTEE 

C. F. Luethi, Chairman 
P. L, Carpenter 

J. P. Gaskill 

A. J. Jaster 

R. Knighton 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


J. H. Roe, Chairman 
R. Thornton 

S. J. Nelson 

J. S. Pricer 

Leo Wassenberg 

M. B. Woodworth 
H. J. Beyer 


|65 questions. The 1938 conven- 


tion handled 150 questions. The 
1939 convention handled almost 
an equal number, certain of which 
were consolidated, resulting in 124 
| being brought on the floor and 
| acted upon. On this point it should 
| be remembered that the 1939 con- 
vention was handling the accumu- 
lation of only one year’s business 
which indicates a decided increase 
as the 1938 convention handled 
an accumulation of two years’ 
business. 

Air Safety Consumes Majority 
Portion of Convention Time 

More than half of the problems 
| brought before the convention 
| had to do with air safety, airwor- 
| thiness, and engineering. Many of 
| these questions were decided dur- 
jing the meeting but a number 
| proved to be so extensive that the 
|COMMITTEES ON CIVIL AIR 
| REGULATIONS and AIR SAFETY 
were unable to cope with them dur- 
ing the brief time of the conven- 
tion. As an alternative they rec- 
ommended that four properly 
| qualified members be appointed as 
a standing committee to advise 
with the President on the airwor- 
thiness and engineering questions 
left undecided by the convention 
and any new problems arising dur- 
ing 1940. This committee will be 
established shortly. As a matter of 
fact, this part of the convention’s 
work was so extensive that two 
| committees were appointed. Even 
| so, they found is impossible to han- 
| dle everything assigned to them. 

THE PAN AMERICAN COM- 
MITEEE was made up entirely of 
pilots and copilots from this far- 
flung network. During the first 
part of the convention, they 
worked exclusively on their own 
problems for the reason that there 
is a vast difference between the 
Pan American operations and those 
of domestic companies. The pro- 
jecting of air lines across the 
oceans has created new problems 
for the piloting profession. These 
problems were carefully studied 
and recommended upon by this 
committee. 

All divisions of Pan American 
were represented and much was 
accomplished. 

When the members of this com- 
mittee finished with their work, 
they were reassigned and served 
as regular members of other com- 
mittees for the remainder of the 
convention. 

THE RESOLUTIONS COMMIT- 
TEE was kept busy handling mis- 








ALL DIVISIONS 
PAA REPRESENTED 


cellaneous questions that were of 
such a nature that they could not 
be properly assigned to the other 
regular committees. In short, at 
any convention there are always a 
number of resolutions that cannot 
be assigned to the regular standing 
committees because of the great 
variety of miscellaneous subjects 
with which they deal. This com- 
mittee also handled all resolutions 
that originated on the floor. They 
were kept very busy. 

THE COPILOTS’ COMMITTEE 
handled the many questions that 
had accumulated during the pre- 
ceding year affecting their status 
both as to regulations and general 
working conditions. This was a 
large committee and in order to 
expedite the work assigned to them, 
subcommittees were established. 
When they finished with the prob- 
lems of the copilots they spent the 
remainder of their time at the 
convention as regular members o 
the various other committees. 
THE FINANCIAL COMMIT. 
TEE went into every phase of the 
Association’s finances and report- 
ed that the books were in proper 
order and that they were pleased 
with the Association’s financial 
structure generally. 


THE INSURANCE AND RE. 
TIREMENT COMMITTEE boiled 
long and hard on the problem tha 
is probably most important to the 
air line pilots at the present tim: 
—the establishment of a suitable 
retirement plan. They first went 
over all the studies Headquarters 
had made on this subject and rec- 
ommended that immediate ste] 
be taken to employ an actuary t 
formulate figures on which a defi- 
nite start could be based. Th 
convention concurred with this 
recommendation and the work 0! 
establishing a suitable pension 
plan for all air line pilots is pro- 
ceeding immediately with renewed 
vigor. The question of how th 
pension plan is to be financed is 
still open and the answer will d 
pend to a large extent on what w 
learn from the actuary and, fu 


possibilities in Washington. Th 
convention decreed that the ma- 
jority of the efforts of the Associ- 
ation during the ensuing yea 
should be directed toward com 
pleting contracts with all the air 
lines, but that every effort should 
also be made to establish a suit- 
able pension for air line pilots. 
Headquarters will arrange its pro- 
gram of work for the coming year 
accordingly. 

THE MEMBERSHIP COMMIT- 
TEE busied itself deciding 01 
all questionable membership cas‘ 
When the meeting began they had 
a very crowded schedule but du 
to diligént effort they satisfactor- 
ily completed all of their assigned 
work before adjournment. 

1939 Conference Biggest and 
Best to Date 

Generally speaking, the 1939 
convention was regarded by Head- 
quarters and all those in attend- 
ance to be the best yet held by 
our organization. All the dele- 
gates tackled the business before 
the conference with zest that was 
an inspiration to witness. There 
was a minimum of bickering and 
extraneous argument on the floor 
and everything was handled in ac- 
cordance with good parliamentary 
procedure, all of which resulted in 
the efficient and effective handling 
of a terrific amount of work in an 
almost unbelievable short period 
of time. 

Benefits of Annual Session 
Manifold 

As stated previously in this ar- 
ticle, all of our previous conven- 
tions were biennial. The 1938 
convention decreed that there 
should be a convention annually 
regardless of obstacles. The rea- 
son for this decision was that in 
addition to the many questions 
that accumulate during a twelve- 
month period that should be 
promptly decided in the best inter- 
est of the profession, there are 
great benefits derived from the 
mere fact that all of the properly 
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members. I just touch on that as 
corroborative evidence of our in- 
terest. 

Genius in Aviation Best Defined 
As “An Infinite Capacity 

For Taking Pains” 

“You men who fly the air line 
planes of the United States know 
very well that there was no mo- 
ment in the history of air trans- 
portation when, as the result of a 
single blinding stroke of genius an 
advance was made which separat- 
ed the past of the industry from 
its future. Yet there has been 
genius in this industry. It has 
been manifested in the design and 
construction of the equipment, 
and in the operation of the lines 
through the development of the 
pilot’s art, and otherwise, and in 
the work of the Government agen- 
cies charged with the encourage- 
ment and guidance of air trans- 
portation. It has been the kind of 
genius that has been aptly defined 
as ‘an infinite capacity for taking 
pains.’ 














TELEVISION USED TO GUIDE PLANES 
(Courtesy New York Times) 

A television direction finder to keep airplanes on course is the 
subject of a patent (No. 2,155,492) granted to Roland J. Kemp and 
Donald L, Plaistowe of Chelmsford, England. 

Not only would the device send out radio beam signals but on 
the same wave length an image of a compass card that would visibly 
reveal to the pilot at the moment of reception of the image the name 
and direction of the station broadcasting the radio beam. Only a 
single operating wave length is necessary for the finder, it is said. 

Radio Beam Signals Sent Over Aerial That Rotates 

At the transmitting station, over an aerial that rotates, is sent 

adio beam signals. On the aerial is mounted a compass card 

h is scanned through a slit by a television transmitter which 

.deasts the image over a second aerial. 

At the airplane receiver both the beam impulses and the image 
are amplified and then divided into two channels. The radio signals 
operate a lamp. When the light goes out the television image becomes 
visible. When the light goes on the image is flooded out. The reading 

is visible on the television screen midway between the “on and 

of the lamp is the true bearing of the airplane. 

The patent is assigned to the Radio Corporation of America. 


WHEEL AND FLAP INDICATORS 

An indicator that gives the pilot the position of his wheels and 
f at a glance, has been developed by the Pioneer Instrument Com- 
pany. The dial of the indicator shows an image of a plane, with three 

els, which move up and down, exactly as the wheels of the ship 

f move, and which gives warning to the pilot when the wheels 

not locked, either in extended or retracted position. 

Similarly, a representation of the trailing edge of a wing, with a 
flap, gives graphic information to the pilot of the position of his flaps. 


— ——— ning innovations. 
(Continued from Page 4) you. 


Progress During Year Little 
Short of Spectacular 

“So I must report to you in be- 
half of the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority that during the year since 
we last met with you, we have 
done nothing spectacular. Al- 
though much progress has been 
made, we have shattered no tradi- 
tion. We have introduced no stun- 
Neither have 
But between us, with the 








will not permit. We are, therefore, 


designated representatives of the| forced to take the second best| cooperation of air line executives 
have a chance to get to-| course which is to publish only|and manufacturers, and with the 
gether, exchange ideas, and be-| the highlight remarks of each of | work done by the Air Safety 


thoroughly acquainted. The 
’ organization is vastly dif- 
t from most other unions in-| diately hereafter. 
ismuch as its membership is so 
v y scattered. Most organiza- 
have regular meetings as 


ular meetings 3 ‘'HARLLEE BRANCH 
of the it Peon Med i | REPRESENTS CA A Safety Record They Have 


Established 
membership can _ never} “y : 
: | «eas : +s ou pilots—you men who ac- 
at one time and, therefore, | Since it took office, the Civil 


obviously necessary that at | Aeronautics Authority has sought | — ee ee ae 
the leaders get together once | rather diligently to establish some | pe a veone tas +d S 
ear. The 1939 convention | Teal contacts with all of the ele- | Oh t rs ae ag = } nae 
d an excellent illustration of |ments of the aviation industry \¢ . 4 r a sci ngs at 
yenefits that are derived from | which might help the Authority in | -» an : pe te oy nied ved co : 
tly meeting because in addi- | the task before it. That includes, |"& ‘M0S€ Of any past period as 


é ad & | well as those of any other country 
to the many questions that | of etl ain oy eps sung the for which we can discover statis- 
decided, the general atmos- | OPerators of the air lines, the pi- 


the speakers. These deletions have 


Board in investigating accidents 
been made and are included imme- 


and analyzing their causes, and 
perhaps with some element of 
luck, we have, together, produced 
results little short of spectacular. 


Pilots Should Rejoice in Splendid 














HESTER AND HARDIN SPEAK 


|hausted. 


The American public refused to 
buy just air transportation. The 
commodity which it is buying is 
safe air transportation, and you 
pilots have a major part in making 
air transportation a safe commod- 
ity—and therefore a salable com- 
modity. 

“To you the tangible rewards 
have consisted in the assurance of 
the continued value and use of 
your services and in the addition 
to your ranks of those who have 
followed you up through the long 
grind of training and experience. 
The increase in the public use of 
air transport today over a year 
ago is definite assurance to you 
all, veterans and newcomers, that 
the profession you have chosen as 
your life work is one that you can 
count on definitely to meet your 
obligations to the butcher, the 
baker and the candlestick maker.” 


HESTER— 


“I did not expect that I would 
have to make a speech today. Mr. 
Warner told me that he made a 
speech yesterday and that all the 
members of the Authority made a 
speech, so I thought I would get 
up here and say hello to you gen- 
tlemen and say that I am glad to 
see so many of my personal 
friends among you. 

“T have been somewhat accus- 
tomed to public speaking in years 
past, and my nervousness deserted 
me long ago, but I really am very 
nervous right now, especially after 
this introduction that Dave gave 
me. I feel as I did last Memorial 
Day when Eddie Rickenbacker in- 
vited me to sit on the platform 
and listen in to the final instruc- 
tions to the drivers just before the 
race. I was sitting there very non- 
chalantly when suddenly he an- 
nounced that I would give the 
boys a final word of encourage- 
ment. It just about floored me! I 
got up very slowly and staggered 
fifteen steps to the microphone 
and when I had finished with my 
few words I was completely ex- 


Brought Technical Experts to 
Convention So That Informal 
Discussion of Problems Could Be 








of the entire meeting was | lots, the private flyings—in fact, | srison ea nese You nilote of 
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opment. | Seaton, wap Ines " the _ raguer twelve months have made records 
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all the Federal agencies that | Meeting With Pilots of Sufficient | records ever scored before. Dur- 
to do with the regulations | Importance to Switch Calendar So| ing that period there have been 
orking conditions of the pi- |All Could Attend Convention only two accidents involving fatal- 
dded much to this part of the “It is not a very easy thing for| ities. Eighty million passenger 
ntion. Having had the heads|the members of the Authority to | miles were flown per passenger fa- 
of the Federal agencies that | get out of Washington in a body.|tality and approximately forty 
leeply concerned with the|The business of the Authority is| million plane miles per fatal ac- 
ems of the pilots, meet and|very heavy, and so many impor-| cident. The best corresponding 
with them face to face for|tant matters crop up from day to|]records for any calendar year up 
yurpose of exchanging ideas | day that it is almost essential that|to and including 1938 were ap- 
t both sides would be able|one or more members be present | proximately twenty-two million 
ilize the problems of the oth-|all the time. In fact, it is almost 


ns | passenger miles and fourteen mil- 
llow, proved distinctly con-| necessary that a quorum be pres-| lion plane miles. More personal 








tive and a real milestone in|ent. However, we considered this|to you during this last twelve 
g relations. meeting of sufficient importance months, there was a pilot fatality 
Association would like to|for us to switch our calendar and 


but once in every eighty million 
miles, three and one-half times 
better than the previous record of 
twenty-three million miles. Dur- 


ing the past eight months there 
ai hairman of the National Me-|had to change his plans. However, 


§ has not been an accident on our 
Board, but obviously space | you have with you the other four | domestic air lines involving a sin- 


gle fatality. 

“If there can be a greater satis- 
faction to you than your proper 
pride of craftsmanship in such a 
job well done, it is in its tangible 
recognition by the buying public 
of the United States. 

“Some of you may have won- 
dered whether it was worth while 
to stay in the business of flying 
airplanes. The developments of 
the last year seem to have an- 
swered that question beyond the 
show of a doubt. It is worth while 
to stay in any service which the 
American public will buy, and 
there is no more generous custom- 
er in all the round world when 
once it becomes a customer. With- 
in the last year the American pub- 
lic has become a customer for the 
commodity which you had such a 
large part in producting. 
American Public Will Buy 
Safe Air Transportation 

“And right here let me call to 
your attention that that commod- 


1 h the full text of all the 
lid remarks that were made 
members of the Authority, 


Chairman of the Air Safety Board, 


for all members to plan to come. 
Unfortunately, at the last minute 
some matters demanding attention 
today came up, and the Chairman 











Past and present at line pilots’ annual 
VICE PRESIDENTS dinner. (left) Walter G. Hughen, First 
Vice President ALPA, (extreme right) Thomas O. Hardin, former 
First Vice President ALPA. The two other smiling gentlemen are 
(left to right) Daniel D. Carmell, noted labor lawyer and counsel for 
the Association, and Edward G. Hamilton, ALPA’s Washington Rep- 


resentative, 


Accomplished Direct 
“T brought my colleagues with 








| LOSE CHAMPION| 


REP. JOHN MARTIN 
Dies in Naval Hospital 


Congressman John Andrew 
Martin, seventy-one-year-old Colo- 
rado Democrat, and a vigorous 
champion of the air line pilots, 
died on December 23, 1939, at the 


Naval Hospital in Washington, 
D. C. 
Congressman Martin hailed 


from the west—Pueblo, Colorado, 
and had a varied and interesting 
background which ranged from 
farming in Kansas, railroading in 
Colorado, outstanding counsellor- 
at-law, and statesman of note. He 
was a colorful battler for what he 
believed to be right and was al- 
ways keenly interested in prob- 
lems of the line pilots for whom 
he fought at every opportunity. 

The memory of this tall, gaunt, 
bushy gray-haired warrior will 
live always in the minds and 
hearts of the pitots, as he repeat- 
edly stood on the floor of Congress 
fighting their battles against all 
opposition. He was truly a pinch 
hitter and his loss will be keenly 
felt, not only by the pilots but by 
labor generally. 

During the time when the pilots 
were making a last-trench stand to 
save their wage and hour provi- 
sions from complete annihilation, 
when the Civil Aeronautics Act 
was being considered by the 
House a little more than a year 











me, our technical experts, so that 
we will try to answer any ques- 
tions that you may ask us. 

“As I look at the faces of you 
air line pilots, I can see an All 
American Olympic Track Team. I 
like to regard you as that. It is 
wonderful to be associated with 
that class of people. 


this business that it was a disease 
and that once you got into it, it 
would get you down. 

American Air Transportation 
Greatest in World and Still in 
Its Infancy 


“The months have passed and 
my job has become more and more 
interesting. It actually has become 
a disease with me, and I don’t care 
whether I ever practice law again 
or not. It is the greatest industry 
on earth. It is the biggest thing 
there is today. Every patriotic 
American ought to take a great 
deal of pride in the way this thing 
is moving forward. When you stop 
to think that here we have the 
greatest air transportation system 
in the world, and it is just begin- 
ning, it is very thrilling. I think 
we have done fairly well in Wash- 
ington, but we have only done that 
through the cooperation of the en- 
tire industry, and particularly 
through the cooperation of Dave 
Behncke and Ed Hamilton and you 
fine people. 

Always Receives Fine and 
Constructive Criticism from Pilots 

“In flying around the country I 
have made it a point to make the 
acquaintance of as many pilots as 
I possibly could. I have had some 
very unusual experiences, and they 
have taught me some very fine les- 
sons. I always receive some very 
fine and constructive criticism 
from the pilots, and I hope that 
during the next year, if God 
spares me, and the President lets 
me stay on the job, I will be able 
to learn even more by my associa- 
tion with you fine people. 








ity is not just air transportation. 


“T think that I will conclude 


“T was told before I got into! 


ago, Congressman Martin rose and 
rallied the defense. He said: 

“In my opinion, the piloting of 
these great air liners hurtling 
through the air at 200 miles an 
hour, loaded with human lives, is 
the most responsible, the most 
skillful, and the most dangerous 
occupation that mankind ever en- 
gaged in. Nothing in the past his- 
tory of the world, nor anything to- 
day is equivalent to the position 
of a pilot at the controls of one 
of these gigantic airplanes hur- 
tling through the skies. 

“They are the picked men of 
the country. These men must not 
only be perfect mentally and 
physically, but the art of flying 
must be born in them. It is a 
profession in which many are 
called but few chosen. Those 
men ought to be as free from wor- 
ry or concern about their econom- 
ic condition or future as it is 
humanly or legislatively possible 
to accomplish. If there is any- 
thing we can put in the legislation 
that will keep worry from the air 
line pilots, it ought to be done.” 








my remarks by saying again that 
my colleagues are here with me 
and we—lI say we advisedly—will 
try to answer any questions that 
you may have to ask us.” 


HARDIN — 


“The prime consideration and 
incentive for the creation of the 
Air Safety Board was that it 
should be an impartial body with 
no function laid down or permitted 
except to investigate what had al- 
ready happened, in no way being 
charged with having contributed to 
that in any way whatsoever. So 
you can readily see that if we at- 
tempted to go into that field we 
would be confronted immediately 
with the necessity of investigating 
our own doings. Therefore we op- 











(Continued on Page 8, Col. 2) 
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Beware— Scribe 
Has Candid Camera 


By CHRIS CARPER 
Council No. 17, MA 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Since I’m still holding the job 
as ALPA news correspondent for 
Marquette Airlines I feel it is my 
duty to write at least one more 
article this year. This brings me 
to a total of three articles for the 
year 1939. ; 
Some People Good Camera 
Prospects—Others 
Just Plain Ugly 

My third and last article for 
1939 will open a new series of 
news letters from Marquette. 
Since I am somewhat of a cam- 
era hawk I have decided to pub- 
lish informal pictures, from time 
to time, of various personalities 
located in this territory. As you 
already know some people take a 
good picture and others are just 
plain ugly which is not my fault 
nor the camera’s. I will attempt 
to bring these pictures to the pages 
of The AIR LINE PILOT until 
such time as my camera is 
smashed or I’m forced to loan it 
to one of my friends who runs a 
pawn shop. 

If You Can’t Beat Them— 
Join Them 

The gentleman appearing in this 
issue (See Imagine That) is Ma- 
jor Edward Pettis. Ed decided a 
number of years ago that the only 
place a man could fly in peace and 
not bother about the regulations 
was with the government so he 
joined an organization located in 
Washington and now known as the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority. The 
CAA has a branch office in Chi- 
cago and sent Ed up there to keep 
a lookout for its interest. Ac- 
cording to the information I have, 
Ed was transferred from Tucson, 
Arizona to Chicago. I understand 
him to say that his headaches were 
far greater in Chicago than back 
in old Arizona. All he had to 
worry about out there were the 
birds and TWA, while in Chi- 
cago he had to contend with 
a number of air lines and Mar- 
quette. Before it is too late I 
would like to get back to the pic- 


ture. It was taken while Ed was 
on an inspection tour of Mar- 
quette. It seems that a rumor 


reached Washington about Mar- 
quette flying the Stinson ‘‘A’s” 
between Cincinnati and Detroit on 
two engines to cut down expenses 
and on one occasion it was even 
said that the center engine was 
left completely out of the ship on 
Flight Two so the boys could 
overhaul it and get it back before 
the Christmas rush. All of this, 
naturally, was found unproved 
but it just goes to show that 
Washington, always being right 
on the job, immediately sent an 
investigator to make an investiga- 
tion. I snapped the picture dur- 
ing an informal discussion be- 
tween Ed and the operations man- 
ager. Ed was pretty firm with the 
boys and they promised to use all 
fhree engines in the future anda 
also promised that they would land 
immediately if any one of the 
three engines quit. 

Three Candid Shots and a 
Bottle Top Win Free 

Copy of C.A.R. 

Next month I will publish a 
picture of another outstanding 
personage. I suggest you plan on 
cutting out the pictures in this se- 
ries and placing them in your 
stamp collection. I might add 
that if you will send in three of 
these pictures and a milk bottle 
cap to the CAA you will receive 
absolutely free one copy of the 
C.A.R. 

Chris ‘“Winchell’’ Carper’s 
Crevis Men Ferret Out 
Christmas Lowdown 

We all had a Merry Xmas down 
this way and trust you boys also 
enjoyed the holiday. Our Pres- 
ident gave each of us a bottle of 
Sarsaparilla for Xmas which we 
promptly donated to charity??? 
S. P. Gurgling fell down the chim- 
ney in a cloud of soot while play- 
ing Santa Claus. However, he 
landed on his head and was un- 
hurt. Del Hendrickson fell out of 





TWA Reservists Do Aerial Lock Step 


By PILOT DAVID B. KUHN, Transcontinental & Western Air 


Pictured herewith is a squadron 
of the Navy’s newest bombers in 
flight formation at Kansas City. 
The planes are flown by members 
of the Navy Reserve Squadron 
DS-12R. They are all TWA pilots 
who fly practice formations and in 
many other ways spend much of 
their off time maintaining military 
proficiency. 

75% Commissioned 

The mailman, who, when on his 

holiday, goes for a walk, may be 





likened to TWA pilots based at}. 


Kansas City. There are approxi- 
mately one hundred pilots living 
in the “Heart of America” fly- 
ing TWA schedules east to 
New York and west to 
Albuquerque. Of 
this group 
over 


seventy-five per cent hold Reserve | 
Commissions in the three aviation 
branches of the Service, namely, 
the Air Corps Reserve, Naval Re- 
serve, and Marine Reserve. There | 
are three squadrons at Fairfax 
Airport composed of TWA pilots. 


Generalissimo Fritz Commands 


76th Bombardment 


Captain Larry Fritz commands | 
the 76th Bombardment Squadron | 
of the Air Corps Reserve while 
Lt. Otis Bryan is his able adju- 
tant. In civilian life Captain 
Fritz is vice president of TWA} 
and Lt. Bryan is chief pilot. 


Major Parker of Polar 
Fame Heads Marines 


The Marine Reserve Squadron 
V. M. S.-10 R, keeps abreast of | 
the latest maneuvers with Major | 
Alton N. Parker as the guiding 
light. He, a veteran pilot on} 
TWA’s western flight, gained | 
world fame while flying Admiral | 
Byrd on some of the frigid polar 
flights. 


|O. Bowen, Evan Lewis, and E. Z. | 


Lt. Comdr. Tomlinson Skipper for | 
Navy Squadron (See Picture) 
TWA’s great pride lies in the 
Naval Reserve Squadron VS-12R 
(grudgingly admitted by us of the 
Army). <A _ section of their 
fleet new scout bombers are 
pictured in formation in 
the accompanying pic- 
ture, Lt. Command- 
der D. W. Tom- 
linson as Com- 
mandant, is 
largely 


> 


é : ome Photo. ' | 
sponsible for this well-schooled | 
outfit. 

Exchange Nautical Terms for the 
Vernacular of Land Lubbers 


Such notables as D. L. Mesker, 
J. F. Harlan, W. F. Peterson, M. 


Boqua spend much time on squa- | 
dron drill and might easily be the 
pilots in the picture. These and 
other old timers have recently had 


of new blood. TWA’s expansion 
included hiring a goodly group of 
young hearties fresh from the 
briny deep. Having just com- 
pleted duty on aircraft carriers it 
may take time to convert their 
nautical terms to the vernacular 
of the land lubber. But time re- 
moves all, including barnacles and 
salt. These boys are alert. 


Tomlinson’s Squadron Two-Time 
Winner of Famed Naval 
Reserve Trophy ‘ 


‘ 
Lt. Commander Tomlinson 


(Tommy) holds the important po- 











the top of his Xmas tree Christ- 
mas Eve, landed on his stomach 
and bounced to his feet to the 
amusement of the kiddies. Forest 
O’Brine fell in a tub of eggnog 
but was thrown a line and pulled 
ashore. 


was still in jail. 
crossed the border into Spring- 
field, Mo., and was welcomed by 
the Mayor as the local boy who 
made good! 

I believe this ends up my por- 
tion of the news so I bid you all 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 
THE BOYS ON MARQUETTE. 


RETRACTING GEAR- 


(Continued from Page 3) 
which the genius of man is capable 
of bringing to life. I pay to wom- 
an’s relief, the unemployment re- 
lief, and the gold digger’s relief. 
Also to every hospital and chari- 
table institution in the city, includ- 
ing the Red Cross, the black 
cross, and the double cross. 

“For my own safety I am re- 
quired to carry life insurance, 
property insurance, liability insur- 
ance, burglar insurance, accident 
insurance, business insurance, 
earthquake insurance, tornado in- 
surance, fire insurance, and rain 
insurance. 

“My business is so governed that 
it is no easy matter for me to find 
out who controls it. I am inspect- 
ed, expected, suspected, disrespect- 





Joe Imeson went to Can- | 
ada and the last report said he} 
R. C. Downing | 





ed, examined, re-examined, in- 










































| National Defense Force 


: : | tive for the average airman. Com- 
| their ranks bolstered by an influx | 


sition of Chief Engineer with 
TWA. His long career in avia- 
tion ranks him as one of the in- 
dustry’s great. He has had the 


assignment of testing many new 


mil- 
itary 
craft as 
well as air 
» line equip- 
ment. Squadron 
VS-12R has for 
several years won 
Y the Naval Reserve 
Trophy under his leader- 
: ship. This trophy is 
awarded annually to the Base 
with the best record in training 
and achievement. 
Combining the Skill and Technique 
of the Air Line Pilots With Mili- 
tary Tactics Results in Formidable 


With reserve squadrons such as 
these throughout the country their 
value in the scheme of National 
Defense should not be overlooked. 
It is commonly known that air line 
pilots can and do fly daily sched- 
uled runs that would be prohibi- 


bining this skill and technique 
with military tactics, we have a 
formidable force of great defen- 
sive worth. All other things be- 
ing equal, a pilot’s value is based 
on the number of hours he has 
flown. The air line pilots doing 
both commercial and military fly- 
ing log more time than any other 
group. With National Defense of 
such paramount importance, there 
must be some plan to cause young 
men to seek this profession. A 
FEDERALLY ENDOWED PEN- 
SION AND DISABILITY PLAN 
FOR AIR LINE PILOTS WOULD 
FURNISH THE IMPETUS. 











formed, required, summoned, 
fined, commanded, and compelled 
until I provide an inexhaustible 
supply of money for every known 
need, desire or hope, of the human 
race. 

“Simply because I refuse to do- 
nate to something or other, I am 
boycotted, talked about, lied about, 
held up and down, and robbed un- 
til I am almost ruined. 

“T can tell you honestly that ex- 
cept for the miracle that happened 
I could not enclose this check. 
The wolf that comes to many 
doors nowadays just had pups in 
my kitchen. I sold them and -here 
is the money. Yours faithfully.” 

That’s all soaks. 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNER- 
SHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULA- 
TION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE 
ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUG- 
UST 24, 1912, AND MARCH 8, 1933 

Of THE AIR LINE PILOT, published 

—— at Chicago, Ill., for Oct. 1, 

State of Illinois, County of Cook—ss. 
Before me, a Notary Public in and 

for the State and county aforesaid, 

personally appeared David L. 

Behncke, who, having been duly 

sworn according to law, deposes and 

says that he is the Editor of THE 

ATR LINE PILOT, and that the fol- 

lowing is, to the best of his knowl- 

edge and belief, a true statement of 
the ownership, management (and if 

a daily paper, the circulation), etc., 

of the aforesaid publication for the 

date shown in the above caption, re- 

quired by the Act of August 24, 1912, 

as amended by the Act of March 3, 

1933, embodied in section 537, Postal 

Laws and Regulations, printed on 

the reverse of this form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses 
of the publisher, editor, managing 





editor, and business managers are: 


Name of— Post Office Address— 

Publisher—The Air Line Pilots As- 
sociation, International, 3145 W. 63rd 
St 


Editor—David L. Behncke, 3145 W. 
63rd Street. 

Assistant Editor — Glen Phares, 
3145 W. 63rd Street. 

Business Managers—None. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned 
by a corporation, its name and ad- 
dress must be stated and also imme- 
diately thereunder the names and ad- 
dresses of stockholders owning or 
holding one per cent or more of total 
amount of stock. If not owned by a 
corporation, the names and addresses 
of the individual owners must be giv- 
en. If owned by a firm, company, or 
other unincorporated concern, its 
name and address, as well as those 
of each individual member, must be 
given.) 

Air Line Pilots Association, Inter- 
national, affiliated with A. F. of L. 

Officers: 

David L. Behncke, President, 3145 
W. 68rd Street, Chicago. 

Laurence W. Harris, Secretary, 
3145 W. 63rd Street, Chicago. 

HaroJd L. Knoop, Treasurer, 3145 
W. 68rd Street, Chicago. 

3. That the known bondholders, 
mortgagees, and other security hold- 
ers owning or holding 1 per cent or 
more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: (If 
there are none, so state.) 

None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next 
above, giving the names of the own- 
ers, stockholders, and security hold- 
ers, if any, contain not only the list 
of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the 
company but also, in cases where the 
stockholder or security holder ap- 
pears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or 
corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting, is given; also that the said 
two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affiant’s full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stock- 


Out of Hock— 


(Continued from Page 2) 
the birth rate is so booming here- 
abouts that some of the deeper 
thinkers and scholars may soon 
start a well-founded agitation to 
change the name of that symbolic 
old bird from stork to lark. Teq 
Raines and Bill Graham were ac. 
cused of wearing life belts under 
blouses recently but a little inves. 
tigation proved that the inflation 
was due to looking out of the win- 
dow on the left side instead of the 
right. In passing it might be 
called to the attention of those 
following after, that this inflation 
is physically a very dangerous 
thing. It has not been so long ago 
that your old beaten-up correspon- 
dent suffered the same pangs and 
his inflation was colossal. Upon 
being deflated (as sooner or later 
it must come to every man) the 
inflation dropped to his midriff 
and left him the victim of some 
not so very funny humor. It is a 
horrible thing and a direct crime 
against truth to refer to a coiled 
and catlike mountain of massive 
muscle as “Fatty.” Carter, McNay 
and Malcolm (Coach) Wallace al- 
so just recently passed their check- 
outs and are now busy running 
around patting friends of years 
standing on the back (feeling for 
possible hardening of the arteries) 
and peering anxiously into the 
pusses of one and all and inquir- 
ing “How ya feelin ole pal.” All 
I can say is that this may fool 
some people, some of, etc. McNay 
will long be remembered for his 
expert manipulation of the “Jivin’ 
Jeep,” in whose mesh and toils he 
was wont to ensnare honest men 
with all the cunning and ferocity 
of a Northwest Mounted police- 
man, and Cupie Wallace will be 
wished well by his host of friends 
and admirers from Capetown to 
Nome. 

Braniff Captains Ride Copilot on 
American DC3’s—Trust 
Misdirected Mail Doesn’t Cause 
Undue Alarm, We Hope, 

We Hope! 

Some of the Braniff Captains 
recently have been riding Ameri- 
can from Ft. Worth to Chicago as 
Copilot to gain some experience 
on DC3’s and as some of these 
worthy gentlemen had never had 
the occasion of soiling a palm with 
any of that old dirty, greasy car- 
go before, we earnestly hope and 
trust that citizens residing in the 
Canal Zone receiving mail ad- 
dressed to others residing in the 
state of Maine will not be unduly 
alarmed. George Cheetham and 
“Wild Bull” Fitzgerald have re- 
cently rented new quarters from 
Dan (The Landlord) Hughes. 
Council 42 Wishes All Other 
Members of the Industry a 
Gigantic, Stupendous, Super- 
Colossal, Gargantuan—Well, 
Anyway, A Pretty Good Year 

Well friends and _ neighbors, 
this just about winds up all the 
news from this section for the 
year of grace, 1939 — and just 
about time, too, as Watson was 
letting the needle get pretty dull. 
In many ways 1940 seems sure to 
be the biggest year the industry 
has ever had. The members down 
here in Council 42 have seen so 
much growth and so many changes 
in 1939 that we can’t help but 
feel that 1940 will be the best 
ever and we all wish for all other 
members of the industry, a gigan- 
tic, stupendous, supercolossal, 
gargantuan, well, anyway, a pretty 
good year. 








not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and 
securities in a capacity other than 
that of a bona fide owner; and this 
affiant has no reason to believe that 
any other person, association, or cor- 
poration has any interest direct oF 
indirect in the said stock, bonds, oF 
— securities than as so stated by 

m. 

5. That the average number of 
copies of each issue of this publica- 
tion sold or distributed, through the 
mails or otherwise, to paid subscrib- 
ers during the twelve months preced- 
ing the date shown above is......-+« 
(This information is required from 
daily publications only.) 

DAVID L. BEHNCKE. 
(Signature of editor.) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 5th day of December, 1939. 

(Seal) EMMET McHUGH, 

No’ Public. 





(My commission expires September 


holders and security holders who do| 3, 1942.) 
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ALCOHOL AND THE AIRMAN 


Tenth installment of the article, “Alcohol and the Airman,” writ- 
ten by Dr. Ross A. McFarland, and abstracted by Dr. Ralph Greene. 
Succeeding installments will appear in following issues. 


The effect of alcohol on reflex 
action such as testing a knee jerk 
-- one of the simplest motor activ- 

that has been extensively 
studi .d. The performance of a 
muscular reaction of this kind in- 
volves a number of processes, the 
actual contraction of the muscle 
being the final step in a series of 
events. Experiments on muscle 
separated from the nervous system 
indicate that the influence of al- 
(doses of nearly 5 oz. of 


whiskey) has no obvious effect on 
its contractile power or functional 
properties. From this one may in- 


fer that the influence which alco- 
hol exerts on muscular acts must 
be referred to the nerve centers 
c xrned with activating the mus- 
( 1per. 


Kr ee Jerk Studied by Doctors 


ie knee jerk is a simple reflex 
act used by physicians in testing 
the condition of the spinal cord. 
It elicited by a light tap dealt 


e front of the knee just be- 
1e knee cap, on the tendon of 
muscle that straightens the 

This tap is delivered at a 
when the limb is at rest and 


to move. This light blow 
hes the muscle and excites 
nerve fibers passing to the 
1 cord where in turn the 
- nerve is excited passing to 
iuscle. The knee jerk studied 


taking 100 cc of 40 per cent 
shows the period of hy- 
ritability is followed by a 

»d depression. The initial in- 

d response may be associ- 
with the release of control of 
gher centers discussed previ- 

and the depression to the 
narcotic effect on the nerve con- 
ons and impaired oxidation in 
.erve tissue. In certain exper- 

nts a dose of 2 oz. of whiskey 

14 pints of beer of average 
gth, administered 1-142 hours 

r, lessened the amplitude of 

48.9 per cent and reduced the 
1 of commencement of the re- 

ive movement by 9.6 per 
Two oz. of alcohol decreases 

peed of the knee jerk up to 

2% hours following the ingestion 
e drink. In experiments on 

ye closing reflex, another in- 
tary yet more complex, two 


s of alcohol retarded the re- 
speed 5.6 per cent and de-| 
d the extent of the eyelid 
ment by 10.7 per cent. One 
a half ounces of alcohol, 
ulent to 2 pints of beer or 
of whiskey, impaired the 

< still more. 
arge number of experiments 
been carried out on the loss 
tor control following the in- 
g n of alcohol. One of the 
I interesting relates to the 
graphing of the eye move- 


; while fixating on distant ob- 
] and on near objects as in 
I ng. As is well known when 

ndividual converses with an- 
other, reads, or visually examines 
spaces and objects about him, his 
eyes perform important coordina- 
tions and jerks. The measurement 
of this reaction is one of great 





| 
| 
| 


delicacy and one that is not alt- 
ered by conscious effort, i. e., 
these movements occur more or 
less without conscious effort. Aft- 
er one ounce of alcohol in a 20 
per cent solution, 40° eye move- 
ments in human subjects were 2.5 
per cent slower; after 14% ounces 
of alcohol the slowing amounted 
18 per cent. All subjects regu- 
larly showed that alcohol inter- 
fered with visual motor functions. 
Three ounces of whiskey or 1% 
pints of beer distinctly impair the 
ability of the eyes to follow an ob- 
ject brought nearer and nearer in 
terms of weakening and of slow- 
ing of movement. With doses of 
a little more than 3 ounces of 
whiskey, the effects are very 
marked beginning 10-15 minutes 
after ingestion and lasting over 
1% hours. In fixating an object 
(cinema photographie technique) 
alcohol interferes with the ade- 
quacy of the adjustment of the 
eye movements. 
Effect of Alcohol on Eye Muscles 
Doses of one ounce of alcohol 
decrease the speed of movement 
by 13 per cent during 1% hours | 
after ingestion and remain less 
than normal for a further period 
of 1% hours. In having the sub- 
ject fix one point and then an- 
other, as rapidly as possible, one 
ounce of alcohol diminishes the 
total distance moved by the eye to 
21 per cent of the average. Re- 
cently the effects of oxygen lack 
on eye movements were studied, in 


|lers, and Stallings are living here 


Sells Black Book- 


(Continued from Page 2) 
plenty of experience before join- 
ing American is Ernie Gann, who 
used to be a Hollywood scout and 
a Paramount newsreeler in Ger- 
many. He learned to fly in China. 
Gus Konz is another one who 
could and did make a living before 
flying. He used to be a base fid- 
dler in one of the big-name bands 
in New York. After Gus was mar- 
ried he gave up fiddling. Back in 
New Mexico, Sheldon Shoff used 
to own a hash house before he 
joined the line. Tobie Hunt was 
playing with the Chicago Bears 
before he bluffed his way into a 
job. I guess one could write a 
book on the varied lives these fel- 
lows have had. I understand we 
have with us everything from gos- 
pel singers to pro wrestlers. 
The Dums Are Infanticipating 

I do not know of any more new- 
lyweds but we do have a few jun- 
iors in the families; namely, the 
Lunas, Herdrichs, and I believe, 
the Bill Dums are infanticipating. 
New faces appear and disappear 
so fast around Newark that it is 
difficult to keep track of every- 
body. The Don Woods, Bill Mil- 


now. D. K. Smith is in Boston, 
and Herdrich and Machlin find 
themselves up there quite a bit. 
The Syracuse personnel present- 
ed Ernie Gann with a little sur- 
prise party on his birthday. After 
the ship did a hop, skip, and jump 
and Ernie stepped out (Sam Ross 
always stays in the ship after a 
landing like that) he was given a 
birthday cake with one candle in 





reading, by moving picture photo- 
graphic techniques. In oxygen con- 
centrations similar to the amount 
available at 15,000 feet, there are | 
definite alterations in the accur-| 
acy and frequency of these move- | 


ments, while the visual anomalies | geese filing flight plans. Anyway 


appear to be accentuated. The 


it (29 to you warm fronts). 
High-Flying Geese Should 
File Flight Plans 

Lots of things don’t seem to be 
working out. I thought they passed 




















BLACKOUT 
When pioneering our air route shortly after receiving an air 
mail contract several years ago, a call for weather was made to an 
outlying weather reporting station along the new route. The con- 
versation that ensued was something like the following: 
ANXIOUS PILOT: “How’s the weather out there?” 
FARMER WEATHER REPORTER: “Not bad, not bad.” 
PILOT: “How far can you see?” 
FARMER: “About 100 yards, I reckon.” 
PILOT: “You just got through saying the weather wasn’t bad 
and now you say you can’t see more than a hundred yards. Why?” 
FARMER (becoming a bit impatient by this time): ‘Why? 
Because it’s dark outside, that’s why.” 
PILOT: “xc..px:/X* Hold the wire.” 
—Thanks to C. M. Sterling. 
* * * 
eeeee: 


a 


Who is it? Why, that’s 
“Man Mountain” Dean. No, 
certainly not. It’s Ed “Stran- 
gler” Lewis, then. Wrong 
again. It’s Jim Londos. Gosh, 
you’re sure not very up-to- 
date on the membership of the 
Grunt and Groan Fraternity, 
are you? Before the suspense 
gets you and you burst a blood 
vessel, the handsome, muscu- 
lar gentleman (and we didn’t 
say muscle-bound) to the 
right is none other than Major 
Ed Pettis, local CAA Inspec- 
tor. How did he get that way? 
That’s easy. Lugging around 
a copy of the Civil Air Regu- 
lations and all the little 
amendments, trying to keep 
track of all the air line pilots 
whose philosophy is “Don’t 
get caught.” 





* * * 





a law about these high-flying 


I wish for the next couple of years 


importance of normal eye move-!they at least would start flying on 


|}ments or good capacity for fixat- 


ing properly is of great signifi- 
cance in landing or taking off in 
an airplane. 

The scientific literature is 
plete with experiments which 


re- 


| the pilot’s side of the cockpit. I 
|am getting tired of getting goose 
| feathers all over my uniform. 








| hands and feet in attempted motor 
| coordination. 


demonstrate that alcohol leads to : Alcohol = & causative factor 
miscalculation and clouded per-| in automobile accidents. Many of 


ception, lowered intelligence, and |the psychological experiments de- 


impaired higher mental functions. 
Of course the mind continues to 


function under limited drinking 
and mental losses may not be 
|readily observable. This is why 





the effects of moderate drinking 
are so often under dispute. But 
if conditions permit quantitative 
scoring of performance ability, 
with practice and maturation fair- 
ly well controlled, some slowing 
and clogging of mental processes 
are found to be typical of the per- 
formance of most people even 
after what is considered moderate 
drinking. Mental behavior suffers 
from the fact that the drinker so 
commonly fails or is faulty in his 
mental work of self checking. 
After alcohol one is not as versa- 
tile in directing thought along ap- 
propriate lines to the problems at 
hand. There is a clumsy mental 
fumbling for solutions similar to 
the clumsiness of movements of 











DELEGATES 


SENTATIVES FROM THE THREE TRANSCONTINENTAL AIR LINES. 


INDULGING IN A TETE-A-TETE DURING A SHORT AD- 
JOURNMENT AT THE BIG GET-TOGETHER ARE REPRE- 


WHEN THE 


CHAIRMEN ARE ACTING NATIONALLY FOR THEIR ORGANIZATION THEY ARE 


ITS DIRECTORS AND THE REAL BACKBONE OF ALPA. 


(L. TO R.) PAUL M. 


NORMAN, UAL-DENVER; ROY A. PATTERSON, AA-GLENDALE; AND JAMES H. 


ROE, TWA-KANSAS CITY. 


| scribed above may appear to the 
| casual reader somewhat unrealistic 
because they are devoid of real 
|life situations in the everyday 
| world of affairs. It is interesting 
|to observe the effects of drinking 
| alcohol on such a common experi- 
|ence as driving a motor car. For 
|some time past the statistics have 
|indicated that 15 per cent of the 
|automobile accidents in America 
were associated with alcohol as a 
causative factor. This figure is 
based upon the examining police 
officer’s opinion concerning the 
state of the driver by subjective 
tests of motor coordination, etc. 
Recently a very comprehensive 
study has been made throughout 
the United States. In general, 
where the criterion of alcoholic 
character has been a chemical test 
of the blood of persons involved 
the proportions run high. The 
Committee on the Driver of the 
National Safety Council in order 
to be certain that no injustice is 
done has defined 0.15 per cent al- 
cohol in the blood as representing 
“definite intoxication.” It is gen- 
erally considered that slight psy- 
chological deterioration starts 
about 0.02 to 0.03 per cent. Al- 
coholic coma comes at about 0.40 
per cent. 

The following is a summary of 
the findings of this study: 

A. Body fluids tests indicate 
that more than half the persons 
involved in serious automobile ac- 
cidents in cities are intoxicated. 

B. Alcoholic intoxication is in- 
volved in a relatively large propor- 
tion of the accidents of middle- 
aged drivers. It is comparatively 
infrequent among young drivers. 

C. Intoxication is recorded 
much more frequently in connec- 
tion with night accidents than with 
day accidents. 

D. The proportion of accidents 
involving persons under the influ- 
ence of alcohol has increased 
steadily over a period of years. 
This is particularly notable in the 
case of pedestrians. 








a SPELL IT 

Misspelling some people’s names is downright carelessness. Mis- 
spelling other people’s names is no one’s fault except possibly the co- 
conut hurlers, who originally concocted them. If your name is Smith or 
Jones, you’re lucky. If it is not, anything can happen. Here are a 
few classic spelling variations of the Chief’s monicker, picked up by 


the office force: Behnencke, Belke, 
Benchke, Benke, and Benaky. 


* * * 


WHAT?’S IN A NAME? 

. .Some names pass through the centuries without causing even a 
ripple in life’s troubled waters while others are made famous by the 
feats of some horny-handed, mountain-climbing ancestor or even by a 
restless son that hated the snail-like existence of surface dwellers. 
Steve Brodie rocketed the family monicker into posterity by leaping 
swan-like from the Brooklyn Bridge. Hog-calling is also an excellent 
method to etch the family designation deeply into the scrolls of time. 
Some say it’s a curse to have a famous name. Others gloatingly enjoy 
it. Be all that as it may, here are the names, take it or leave it, of 
some of our own members that will surely make you push the stick 
forward to keep from spinning: George Washington Whittier, Daniel 
Boone, E. M. “Kit” Carson, Francis Scott Key Lewis, Benjamin 
Franklin Jones, Wonderful Agib Trembly, Sylvester Lester Fahey. 

* * * 


YOU’VE GOT SOMETHING THERE, MARCEL 

Marcel Dupre, famous French musician on a concert tour in the 
States, recently announced that he would fly back to France because 
it is safer. He said, “If we cross on a ship in the sea, we may be at 
the hands of the enemy, but if we cross in the air, we are in the 
hands of God.” * oe 


SAYING IT WITH BURLAP AND WALL PAPER 

Neither the depression nor the recession failed to deter hardy 
souls from expressing true Christmas spirit. Here are some excellent 
examples received at Headquarters: “We ain’t much fer fuss, a hunk 
a burlap will do fer us. Merry Christmas! Evelyn, Vernon, Virginia 
Powers.” And another, “We have stripped the paper off the walls to 
make room for all our holiday cheer. So—thriftily——we send you a 
large portion of our cheer on a small fragment of the paper. And 
the best we can wish is that your holiday happiness be greater than 
ever before. Myrtle and M. A. C. Johnson.” 

* * * 
PROFESSIONALISM PERSONIFIED 

People who possess the natural ability to do certain things with 
a least amount of effort and with more than average success are often 
referred to as being born “that way.’ Early-day aviation mech. 
Billy Phillips is such a human. He is able to quickly determine what 
brand of wheezes anything mechanical has which refuses to run. As 
the story goes, not long ago a locomotive stalled near Billy’s shop 
miles away from any roundhouse. Billy was called to administer the 
fix. Armed with one tool, a ball peen hammer, he advanced on the 
balky iron horse. After a quick consultation with the engineer, Billy 
hauled off and with a mighty swing, smacked a certain part of the 
engine a terrific blow with his trusty hammer and low—all was well. 

“How much do we owe you,” said the railroad claim agent later. 
“Oh, nothing, nothing at all,” said Billy, “I didn’t do anything.” 

“Oh, but we must give you something. How about $50.00?” 

. Billy: “If you must, you must but it’s like getting money from 
ome.” 

Claim Agent: ‘‘What will we put on the bill—we must put some- 
thing on the bill.” 

Billy, growing impatient by this time: “Well if you must, you 
must—put this on the bill, $1.00 for hitting the engine with my big 
—_ peen hammer and $49.00 for knowing just where to hit the darn 

ng. 
WHY NOT—BIRDS DO IT! 

Man, from ’way back yonder a piece visiting flying field for first 
time—to his friend: “It is remarkable how fast them there pilots 
can go merely flapping those flippers (pointing to the ailerons) right 

Ke * * *& 


smartly 
IMAGINE HIS FACE 

It seems that Uncle Pan has either a very zealous traffic depart- 
ment or has been giving forth some rather high-pressure advertising, 
for the other night on one of the Mid-Atlantic trips one of the stew- 
ards answered the passenger’s bell and was requested to “please press 
my pants for me.” Imagine his face! 

—Thanks to J. B. Magenis. 


Behenke, Behucke, Binkey, 
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COMMENTATOR PRAISES PILOTS 
FOR ASSIDUITY AND SOBRIETY 








Todd Hunter, famous WBBM 
news analyst of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, officially 
closed the Fifth Annual Conven- 
tion of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation in Chicago on December 8, 
1939, at 10:15 p. m., when he told 
the world about the accomplish- 
ments of the sixty-seven participat- 
ing delegates who had just fin- 
ished their five-day deliberations. 

Upon being informed of the 
broadcast, the delegates gathered 
around radios at the Congress 
Hotel, the official Headquarters of 
the convention, and listened to 
the famous commentator broad- 
cast news of the annual meeting 
of the air line pilots. All were 
very much pleased and suggested 
that the script of the broadcast 
be obtained from Mr. Hunter to 
be published in the AIR LINE 
PILOT. This consent was gracious- 
ly given and the part of the 
broadcast dealing with the line pi- 
lots is printed verbatim in the fol- 
lowing quoted paragraphs: 

“Modern commercial transport 
planes are equipped with shatter- 
proof glass windows, but some of 
the pilots would like to have thick- 
er glass on their windows up front 
as they sit at the controls. 

“Paul Carpenter, an American 
Airlines pilot, found a goose in 
his lap during a recent flight— 
the goose was cruising along in a 
direction opposite to the plane 
and, in violation of regulations, 
was cruising at the same altitude. 
The goose came right through the 
window! 

“Thicker glass was just one of 
the hundreds of things taken up 
at the annual convention of the 
Air Line Pilots Association at the 
Congress Hotel in Chicago. The 
67 delegates to the convention 
were considering final business to- 
night . . . it’s been a hard-work- 
ing, sober five-day convention. The 
67 delegates to the convention 
came into Chicago from their reg- 
ular runs in the Trans-Atlantic 
Service —the Trans-Pacific — the 
Caribbean—from Alaska, Mexico, 
South America, and from their 
runs on domestic air lines. ..came 
in to discuss their problems which 
dealt primarily with air safety... 
that was the principal concern of 
the delegates, in fact. 

“These regular air line pilots 
are the boys at the controls, and 
with a load of passengers, sitting 
in the comfortable cabins behind, 
their principal concern is the safe- 
ty of those passengers. Clinton 
M. Hester, Administrator of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and 
members of his technical staff, ad- 
dressed the convention and took 
part in numerous meetings of the 
various committees of the Associ- 
ation. Wholehearted cooperation 
to the safety regulations of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority was 
pledged by the pilots. 

“David L. Behncke, President 
of the Air Line Pilots Association, 
told me tonight that the record of 
achievement for safety on air lines 
operating in, and to and from the 
United States, can not be equalled 
anywhere else in the world—and 
this, he said, is a tribute to the 





GOOD FELLOWS 


ALPA members in and around 
Chicago did their bit toward 
making Christmas a happy holi- 
day for the needy and unfortun- 
ate by contributing $125 to the 
Chicago Tribune Good Fellows 
Fund. Line pilots, residing in the 
Chicago area, make this an annual 
“must” item on their Christmas 
list, and this year’s contribution 
was the largest made since the 
Aviation Good Fellows charity 
was originated by the Chicago 
Tribune during the Christmas pe- 
riod of the year 1933. This very 
worthy charity has grown con- 
stantly since its origin. The Trib- 


this year was 30% greater than 
last. In addition to contributing 
financially, Aviation Good Fel- 
lows actually deliver the baskets 
to the needy families on Xmas 
Day. 














skill of the air line pilot. Any na- 
tion, Behncke said, that can fly 
approximately 800 million passen-|@ 
ger miles without an accident, | ® 
shows that aviation has become of 
age. : 
“After the final meeting, the|-@ 
delegates will return to their reg- 
ular runs across the Pacific, the 
Atlantic, down to Mexico, across 
the Caribbean, down to South 
America, up to Alaska, and to 
their runs on domestic air lines 
from coast to coast and border to 
border. 

“And some of the pilots because 
of their uniforms will continue to 
be mistaken for bell hops, cab 
starters, and hotel door men. The 
question of the uniforms was one 
of the minor things taken up by 
the delegates. Captain John 
Pricer complained that, as he got 
out of a cab in front of a hotel in 
Memphis recently, an old lady got 
out of another cab at the same 
time and said, ‘Here, boy, take 
my bags in to the desk.’ And 
Pricer said that rather than go 
through a long explanation that he 
was an air line pilot, and that he 
had just flown in to Memphis him- 
self, and that he really wasn’t 
employed by the hotel as a bell 
hop—he bowed politely, took the 
old lady’s luggage into the lobby 
and said nothing.” 





e < 
Hardin Candid camera studies of top air 
—_———_ line pilots at convention. 1. Pilot 

(Continued from Page 5) Dan ‘Seaator’’ Medler of Trans- 
erate on the basis of recommenda- | continental & Western Air takes 
tions for consideration by the | 70fes for future reference. 2. Co- 
Authority; and insofar as it may pilot R. G. Folwell of Continental 


A ” | Air Lines, with associates, listens 
see fit, the Authority can make | ottentively. 3. Pilot C. M. Sterling 


those recommendations effective in| of Chicago & Southern Air Lines 
whole or in part, or not at all, aS | watches proceedings while stealing 
they elect and their best judgment|a few puffs from Old Faithful, 
dictates. 4. David L. Behncke, President, 





Advances from Most Hazardous 

Medium of Transportation 

To the Safest 
“T would like to call your atten- | 


Johnny Pricer, American Airlines, 





| CANDID SHOTS OF 


= 
oom 


In Fifteen Short Months, Industry | addresses the convention on the state of the Association. 





appears contemplative. 


1939 SESSION | 


—Courtesy Chicago Herald-American. 


C t 5. The candid camera caught Pilot W. G. 
| Hughen, American Airlines, First Vice President ALPA, in rapt attention to the proceedings. 6. Smiling 
7. East meets West . 
| H. McGlohn (right) of the China Clipper, chats with Skipper Robert Ford of the Altantic Clipper. 


Skipper Robin 





tion to the thing that everybody ‘ception of that organization. Every 
does call your attention to—the| element concerned, the Authority, 
safety record. That has been |the Administrator, the Air Safety 
established since the Civil Aero-| Board, the operators, the pilots, 
nautics Act of 1938 became effec-| and the airways people—have had 
tive, a period now of about fifteen |a very definite part. It does not 
months, in which the industry has|matter who or which particular 
gone from admittedly the most/group may have contributed more 
hazardous medium of transporta-|than another. The net result is 
tion in existence to the proved/very satisfactory. I think it has 
safest medium of transportation |borne out the whole idea of a new, 
today—and I believe for the past |revamped regulatory body. I think 
twelve months, the safest in all |we can look back with a great deal 
history, including the railroads in|of satisfaction to so far having 
the comparison. The railroads are, jrealized and accomplished the orig- 
of course, their principal competi-|inal objective set out in the Civil 
tor. |Aeronautics Act of 1938. 

Safety Pays Dividends |\A Good Safety Record This 
“That is a long way to travel in|Ensuing Winter Will Be of 

that period of time. It is a cul-|Paramount Importance to Industry 
mination, however, of efforts} “I think it is very gratifying, 
which have been exerted by all the |and if every one of us will con- 
factors and elements and groups|tinue through the winter as we 
involved for the past ten years. It|have in the past short period to 
is a very satisfactory result. I|maintain a record even comparable 
think we can say the entire indus-|to that of last winter, it will be 
try is in the soundest financial |one of the greatest things we can 
position it has ever been in its |do for this industry. There is no 
history. So safety, which has been |reason why our record for this 
an objective of this body for many |Winter should not be better. I 
years, pays in dollars and cents. |don’t think anybody can stop this 
It pays to be safe. It pays divi- industry from the sort of success 
dends. We have some nine years| We have claimed for years could 
of service in our field of air|be made. Thank you.” 
transportation which prove that ect 


lack of safety was definitely un- Other speakers at 
sound economically as well as in the Convention were 
every other respect, so there is not | 

very much argument on the other| Edward P. Warner, 
side. Grant Mason, and Os- 
Safety Board, Brain Child of wala Ryan CAA mem- 
Behncke > 


bers, and Otto Beyer, 
Chairman of the Na- 
tional Mediation 
Board. All gave time- 
ly, interesting, and 
instructive talks 
which will appear in 
the December issue of 
THE AIR LINE PILOT. 


* * * 


“Incidentally, as you no doubt 
recall, the Air Safety Board is the 
brain child of this organization. It 
originated in the mind of your 
able leader, Dave Behncke. I be- 
lieve the first time it was ever 
mentioned was by him in a Con- 
gressional hearing about 1936. It 
certainly has proved, I think, to 
be all that might have been ex- 
pected reasonably. 
Have Come Long Way Toward 
Accomplishing Original Objective 
In Act of 1938 

“The Air Safety Board by no 
means takes to itself the credit for 
the unprecedented record of safety 


Many congratulatory 
and good-wishmessages 
from national leaders 








that has come about since the in- 


were received by the 








Say Ships’ Pilots 
Fear Raiders 


The Atlantic may be romantic, 
the Pacific terrific, and the Carib- 
bean well worth seein’, but to three 
aviators who fly over those seas 
regularly they are just part of the 
day’s work. These pilots are: 


Pacific, Atlantic and Caribbean 
Pilots All in Attendance 


Capt. Robin H. McGlohn, who 
flies the round-trip from San Fan- 
cisco to Hong Kong about seven 
times a year with stops at Wake 
Island, New Zealand, and Hawaii. 
He was in New Zealand a week 
ago. 

Capt. Robert Ford, who has 
made several trips over the Atlan- 
tic as pilot of the Atlantic Clipper 
and plans to make the New York- 
to-Portugal run about ten times 
in 1940. 

Capt. S. J. Williamson, who 
crosses the Caribbean about twen- 
ty-five times a year on trips to 
Rio de Janiero, and other South 
American ports. 

Even though they consider their 
adventuresome jobs prosaic they 
find war conditions have inter- 
fered with their weather informa- 
tion. 

Ships Fear Subs—Won’t Reply 
Capt. McGlohn explained: 
“Since the war began we find 

that ships we pass over won’t even 

reply to our queries on the weath- 
er. They are afraid to disclose 
their position.” 











line pilots in conven- 
tion. The pilots deep- 
ly appreciate all of 
these remembrances and 
the full text of all of 
these messages will 
appear in the December 
issue of the AIR LINE 
PILOT, 





LATE NEWS 














(Continued from Page 3) 


ployment to many American sea- 
men thrown out of work because 
of neutrality legislation. 


Lights 

A further test of controllable 
approach lights will be conducted 
at Indianapolis by the CAA late 
in January, 1940. These lights 
are an improvement over those 
tested last year, and if acceptable, 
will be used in conjunction with 
radio blind-landing systems. 


Again 


For the sixth month in a row, 


a new record, another all-time 
high for revenue passenger-miles 
flown on domestic air lines, was 
recorded in October. 70,122,138 
revenue  passenger-miles were 


flown by the 17 companies report- 
ing their figures to the CAA, an 
increase of 36% over October, 
1938. Revenue passengers carried 
totaled 178,421 as compared with 
131,689 in October, 1938. 


Fog-Penetrator 


Fog—aviation’s greatest enemy 
—may soon be conquered, if Guy 
Ball, a veteran inventor of air- 
safety devices, and W. L. Cunm- 
mings, an electrical manufacturer, 
can duplicate in a full size com- 
mercial model capable of being 
housed in an airplane’s nose, the 
same results they recently ob- 
tained from a small model photo- 
electric cell sensitive to infra-red 
rays which will “see” through 
fog. The device consists of a cell 
which will capture the rays and 
transfer them, through an incon- 
oscope camera lens, to a ground- 
glass “television type” screen on 
an airplane’s instrument board, 
enabling the pilot by watching the 
glass to have a picture of the ter- 
rain beneath him. 
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